
Lesson 9 Justice with Michael Sandel: What’s the Right Thing To Do? 

 

Grade 2 Class (        ) Name (                                ) 

 

[Vocabulary] circle the words if you hear them 

enter school/university    学校（大学）に入学する 

graduate from school/university   学校（大学）を卒業する 

public/private school/university   公立（私立）学校（大学） 

principal, professors, teachers, students  学校長・教授・先生・学生 

follow/break the rules; violation   規則を守る・破る・違反 

pass the exam, fail to pass the exam   試験に受かる・受かり損ねる 

entrance exam, result    入学試験・結果 

measure academic abilities    学力を測る 

fair, high scores     公平な・高得点 

accept / permit to enter   受け入れる・入学を許可する 

 

[What is Justice?] 

1  

2  

3  

 

[Jigsaw Reading] 

Prof. Sandel 

Suppose there is a very popular private school. Needless to say, you have to 

get a high score to enter this school. One student with rich parents fails to 

pass the test, so his parents offer to donate $20 million to the school if they 

accept their son regardless. Is it right for the school to accept the donation 

and to permit the boy to enter? 

 

Participant A 

I think it is wrong. If the school accepts the student’s donation, another 

student will not be able to enter the school despite having better scores. 

 



 

[Summary] 

 

Participant A thinks that it is (w     ) for the school to accept him 

because another student who has better (s     ) will not be able to 

(e    ) the university. So Participant A thinks of (teachers / students / 

parents) first.  

On the other hand, Participant B would (d    ) money for the university 

and the daughter to get in. It’s a (w   -w    ) situation.  

Lastly, it would mean (b   ) the rules for Participant C. 

 

 

 

＊＊＊＊＊＊＊＊＊＊＊＊＊＊＊＊＊＊＊＊＊＊＊＊＊＊＊＊＊＊＊＊＊＊＊＊＊＊ 

Prof. Sandel 

Suppose there is a very popular private school. Needless to say, you have to 

get a high score to enter this school. One student with rich parents fails to 

pass the test, so his parents offer to donate $20 million to the school if they 

accept their son regardless. Is it right for the school to accept the donation 

and to permit the boy to enter? 

 

Participant A 

I think it is wrong. If the school accepts the student’s donation, another 

student will not be able to enter the school despite having better scores. 

 

Participant B 

I would donate and help my daughter enter the school. If the principal 

accepted the money, he or she could take more students than if no money 

had been accepted. No student would lose out because my daughter was 

accepted. Also he or she could hire new teachers, and buy new computers or 

modern laboratory equipment with the money. Everybody would win. 

 

Participant C 

It’s a matter of morality. I think it would be a violation of one of the school’s 

rules if a student was able to buy their way into the school. 
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Why do you want 

to go to university? 



How about students from other countries? 

 

Mariko Ono (Tokyo, Japan): Hi, I’m Mariko. I attend one of the 

best universities in Japan. When I was in high school, I worked very 

hard to get into this university. Now that I’m here, I’m enjoying my 

life. I have a part-time job. I use money from the job to travel, 

party, and have fun. I’m taking the minimum number of credits to 

graduate. Making friends, traveling, enjoying life – these are the things that 

matter most to me right now. I know that when I graduate, I will get a job and 

work very hard. So now I want to have a good time! 

 

Lee Jin (Seoul, Korea): Hello. My name is Jin. For me, I want to 

do well at my university so I can get a good job after I graduate. 

To do that, I must get good grades. My life is miserable. I have no 

social life. No friends. Nothing except my studies. I study all of the 

time, including weekends and holidays. But I have to work hard. I must do well. 

I must get a good job when I finish my university studies. This is all I care about. 

Getting a good job is my goal. 

 

Zhijun Chu (Taipei, Taiwan): I’m Zhijun. I don’t have much time to talk. I’m 

very very busy. Work, work, work. Study, study, study. This is my 

life. This has been my life since I entered this university three years 

ago. But I’m not complaining. I’m not here to make friends and go 

to parties. I study really hard and have three different part-time jobs 

for a reason. I’m saving money so that I can start my own company when I 

graduate. My family is proud of me. I’m doing this for them. I want to succeed in 

order to honor my parents. 
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Priorities Reasons 

Top Priority: 

 

 

Second Priority: 

 

 

Third Priority: 

 

 

 


